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DATES TO REMEMBER! 
 
2003 
 
December 12     -  East River Breakfast Meeting @9 A.M.@ Sioux Falls  
                              Front Porch Grill – Program: Dan Gee on  
                             South Dakota Agriculture & Rural Leadership, Inc 
 
2004 
 
March 10-12    -  Chapter / PAASD Annual Meeting & Education - Mitchell 
June 16-18       -  Regional Summer Meeting with Minnesota & Nebraska 
                            in Sioux Falls 
Nov. 4-Nov. 6  -  ASFMRA Annual Meeting – Sacramento, California 
 
2005 
 
September        -  Rapid City Conference w/PAASD, WY ASFMRA, WY AI 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
I would like to thank those members who invested time and money to attend 
the national meet in St. Louis. The information gathered and relationships 
built positively impact our chapter’s ability to meet our mission statement.  
Another article provides highlights of the activities in St. Louis. 
 
There is also an article this month that highlights chapter members involved 
in serving the profession at the national level.  Please take time to thank these 
individuals and those active on your chapter board and committees for the 
good things they are doing for our organization. Everyone being involved is 
what makes it work. 

We received good response on the Sioux Falls 2004 Summer Meeting in St. 
Louis. Several individuals from other states besides the three sponsoring 
states expressed their intent to our members of their plans to attend. Paul 
Sickler also had productive visits with potential sponsors.  

Several members expressed an interest in more than 9 holes of golf. We have 
also found out that the Canaries will be in town on Wednesday evening the 
16th , but not on Thursday evening the 17th. The Summer Meeting Committee 
will be addressing these issues in the near future. When the final schedule of 
activities is determined, we will share in the newsletter. 

Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends! 

 



  
 
CHAPTER MEMBERS ENJOY ST LOUIS ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The ASFMRA meeting in St Louis offered an informative educational program, an update on the 
organization’s strategic planning, chapter officer training, and networking opportunities with members 
from other states at the Education Foundation Auction and Reception Raffle.   
 
Chapter members in attendance included Art Clapp, Jim Dunlap, Ron Ensz, Tom Jass, Jerry Kjerstad, 
Kathleen Peterson, Paul Reisch, Paul Sickler, and John Widdoss. Tom Jass assisted with instruction of 
M-10 early in the week. Jerry Kjerstad presented the 1-hour seminar Inverse Condemnation on Saturday. 
Art Clapp received the Henry "Buck" Stalcup Excellence in Education Award for Appraisal Education. 
 
Members enjoyed a fun time at the Foundation 
Auction held on Saturday night. At the live 
auction, most things sold well with wine tasting 
trips significantly exceeding value. Two 
hunting trips sold at only about 1/3 of value and 
were the only problem items there were. 
 
The Black Hills gold donated by the chapter 
sold well. It was all on silent auction. The items 
cost the chapter $442 and generated $782 for 
the Foundation. 
 
At the Saturday evening Foundation reception 
for raffle drawing winners, Jim Dunlap won the 
raffle for the GPS system. Jim was at the hockey game Saturday night. He doubted his President’s word 
about him winning and that the system would be shipped to Sioux Falls. Imagine thinking his President 
was kidding with him! By the time Jim and Paul parted company in Sioux Falls, Jim had a 95% belief 
level that he had really won. The system did show up a few days later! 
 
 
CHAPTER MEMBERS SERVE PROFESSION AT NATIONAL LEVEL 
 
Several members are serving the profession in a national capacity as well their investment in time and 
service to our chapter.  
 
Art Clapp continues his service as ASFMRA Committee Chair for the Strategic Planning Process. 
 
Jerry Kjerstad is Co-Chair of the Executive Account Manager Task Force. In this role he has the 
responsibility to  write the job description for the staff position providing leadership for the Rural 
Appraiser discipline under the proposed organizational consolidation.  
 
John Widdoss serves as ASFMRA Representative on ECAFS (Education Council of Appraisal 
Foundation Sponsors); Vice Chair of CAPE (Center of Advance Property Economics); and Member of 
the ASFMRA Strategic Alliance Group.  
 
Paul Sickler and Kathleen Peterson serve on the Membership Committee. Tom Jass serves on the 
Management Education. 
 
We are proud of our chapter’s representation and commitment at the national level! 
 
 
 



WEST RIVER MEMBERS HAVE STRONG PRESENCE AT A-10 COU RSE 
 
Twenty-four students participated in the national ASFMRA offering of A-10 in Rapid City at the Best 
Western Ramkota from November 17th  thru Friday November 21st.  This included nine from South 
Dakota as well as individuals from Alaska, Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Oregon, North Dakota, 
Utah, and Wyoming.  
 
On November 18th, the South Dakota Chapter of ASFMRA hosted a lunch at the Ramkota. The lunch 
was held rather than a breakfast meeting, so that those members involved with the ASFMRA  A-10 class 
could attend. With the 24 students and a tag team of instructors, led by ASFMRA 2004 First Vice 
President Paul Bierschwale and Jerrry Hulm, this venue provided an opportunity for current members to 
interact with new members and potential members. 
 
New members in attendance were Boyd Waara, Ted Risty and Art Clapp along with Russell Wyatt, 
Jerry Hulm, Jerry Kjerstad, Perry Beguin, Ron Ensz and Wade Buck. Also attending was Texas member 
Paul Bierschwale and about 15 of the A-10 class, with a few potential new members identified. 
 
Ron Ensz, who attended the National Convention, gave a little synopsis of what took place in St. Louis. 
Additionally he invited all those in attendance to the SD Chapter Summer Meeting to be held in Sioux 
Falls, next June. Each attendee was given a business card with the dates. Wade Buck spoke briefly of 
some of the activities that will take place at the summer meeting and the week before with A-30 being 
offered the week of June 6th.   
 
The lunch was held in the north room of the dining room, where we shared the room with the Red Hat 
Ladies Club. See if you can figure out which photo belongs to which group. Each group seemed to enjoy 
the lunch with one being more vocal than the other. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER IN RUNNING FOR 2004 MEMBERSHIP  INCENTIVE 
 
The National Membership Incentive Program rewards the five chapters that have recruited the largest 
number of new members (by percentage of total chapter membership) with a complimentary 'member' 
registration to the annual meeting. The spirit of the program is to have a new member or first time 
attendee participate in an annual meeting.  By doing so, the Membership Committee hopes this will 
create member retention and involvement in the new member segment of our membership. Therefore, 
the committee strongly recommends that when the chapter awards the complimentary registration, 
priority be placed on a "new" member or "first time" convention attendee. 
 
At the St. Louis meeting, the National Membership Committee changed the Membership Incentive 
Program period from a fiscal period to a calendar year.  This was done so chapters can know in February 
that they are a winner. This will allow the chapter several months to recruit a member to attend that has 
never gone before. Thus, the time period for 2004 in Sacramento will be 1/1/03 to 12/31/03.  
 
South Dakota was a winning chapter in 2003 with the chapter growth occurring after January 1. Since 
being announced as a winner in August, the chapter has added four new members including two since 
our last newsletter for a total of 39. 
 
This month we welcome Boyd Waara, a new member from Philip. Boyd is a banker there and has been 
the banker representative on the Appraiser Advisory Board for many years. Boyd was an A-10 student 
in Rapid City last week. We also welcome Art Clapp to our membership. Art is a past National President 
from Connecticut, who is doing work in South Dakota and has decided to join our group. 
 
 
TREASURER JIM DUNLAP FEATURED THIS MONTH IN MEMBER PROFILE 
 
Describe your experience and education related to the property professional field 
(appraisal, farm management, consulting, academic relation). 
 
I was raised on a farm north of Colman, SD and 
have maintained an association with agriculture 
my whole life.  After college, a short stay in the 
Army, and a longer stay in the Army Reserve, I 
returned to Colman, farmed the family farm & 
worked as an auctioneer, real estate broker and 
had an income tax preparation business with 
Bob Locke in Flandreau.  
 
This has evolved over the years and currently I 
have a fee appraisal business in Sioux Falls, & 
do a limited amount of farmland management.  
After 25 years of income tax work, I “paroled” 
myself, and after 26 years with the military, I retired.   
 
The appraisal and management has been keeping me busy…I am not sure if it is because I am working 
slower or I just have a lot of work.  I prefer to think it the later!  



 
 
 
Describe what led you to becoming a chapter member of the South Dakota ASFMRA and why you 
remain a member, if a member for a number of years. 
 
I originally was a member of the old Association, and later joined the ASFMRA, when I decided to 
specialize in appraisal and go for my ARA.   
 
Working with the chapter and national members, networking with them, and having the opportunity to 
help others and the industry though the Chapter, have been the main reasons for continuing membership.  
I have truly met some wonderful people, and made some great friends though my years of association 
with the Chapter and National that I would not have met or worked with any other way. 
 
Describe personal background items that would be of interest to fellow chapter members 
(e.g. family, ethnic heritage, other communities lived, other jobs / careers, main hobbies or 
interests). 
 
My wife and I recently moved “west” from the northwest corner of Sioux Falls to a small farm about 6 
miles from Sioux Falls, near Hartford.  Between us we have 5 children, who have all left home and are 
married except one.  Three live in the Sioux Falls area, one in Lawrence, Kansas, and one in the Air 
Force, currently stationed in Cheyenne, WY.  From the three in the Sioux Falls area we have 5 
grandchildren.   
 
My main hobbies are singing Barbershop harmony with the Sioux Emperians, snow skiing, and driving 
horses.  The last hobby I have been out of for many years, but have recently purchased two, five month 
old filly’s that look like they will be a perfectly matched team of black horses.  They are half sisters with 
the sweetest personalities I have found in a quarter horse yet, and I hope to train them from driving and 
riding.  I am looking forward to spending some time with them and my family while continuing to try 
and slow down the pace of life in general. 
 
Describe a few memorable or unique experiences in your life. 
 
I have had a hard time with this question, since I have been blessed with many unique and memorable 
experiences over my life.  Most of the unique experiences have been associated with my 26 years in the 
military and several overseas adventures.   
 
However, I think the most memorable experience has been when my wife, children and father-in-law, 
built our own home 9 years ago.  This was perhaps the largest project I have ever tackled, but the times 
we shared in constructing that house will always be a special memory for me, as well as the kids. Some 
of them think more fondly on the project than others! It took a tremendous amount of time and energy 
away from the office, but has had a lasting impression on all of us.  
 
My wife said if I ever decided to do that again, it would be with a different wife!  However, last year we 
had contractors finish another house for us after selling our other land, and we are still married, so I 
think she was just “funnin” me! 


